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Abstract

Non-local residents’ attitude towards local dialects, as an important part of the
residents’ linguistic life, is a key issue in the study of sociolingusitics in China. In this
study, we focus on the attitude of non-local university students in Shanghai to the
Shanghai dialect, as a case in point to show what the non-local elite group’s attitude
towards the local dialect can be. The language attitude of around 500 subjects from 4
universities in different districts of Shanghai, ranging from first-year undergraduates
to Ph.D. students, have been investigated. Data analyses show that most of the
subjects, except for those from around Shanghai, are unable to speak and unwilling to
learn the Shanghai dialect. Significant correlations are also observed between the
subjects’ language attitude and their age, gender, length of stay in Shanghai, and

willingness to settle down in the future to varying degrees.
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Abstract

Current models of language production make contrasting predictions regarding
the strategies speakers employ in language production, but existing research found
mixed results. It is not clear whether speakers are audience-designed (Clark & Carlson
1982; Temperley 2003) or speaker-oriented (Ferreira & Dell 2000; Race &
MacDonald 2003) in utterance production. Thus, investigations of Chinese, a
language typologically different from most other languages, may further our
understanding of language production mechanism. In Chinese, a demonstrative +
classifier (DCL) sequence can occur either before or after the head noun of a relative
clause. By investigating the distribution pattern of DCL positioning in
subject-extracted relative clauses (SRCs) and object-extracted relative clauses (ORCs)
in a spoken corpus and two sentence production experiments, this study aims to test
the two language production models.

The analyses of Chinese spoken corpus (Lu Yu You Yue) show that pre-RC
classifiers prefer to occur in SRCs, and post-RC classifiers in ORCs. This
corroborates the findings of previous studies based on written corpora. The results are
consistent with the audience-design model, suggesting that even in spontaneous
speech, albeit in restricted face-to-face discourse contexts, speakers are altruistic
enough to provide early cues (i.e., the DCL) for the RC structure, and to avoid
potential lexical disruptions induced by the classifier-noun mismatch to ease
comprehenders’ parsing difficulty.

The behavioral data from two online word-based sentence production
experiments further test the two sentence production models. Experiment 1
manipulated RC types (SRC vs. ORC), with animate head nouns and animate
embedded nouns. The results show an asymmetric pattern of DCL positioning and RC
extraction types, consistent with the corpus finding. Experiment 2 crossed RC types

with Animacy (animate head nouns vs. inanimate embedded noun). The results not




only support the findings in Experiment 1, but also show that animacy affects DCL
positioning in RCs.

In conclusion, both corpus and behavioral data show that Chinese speakers
employ altruistic production strategies in on-line sentence production. The results are

compatible with the audience-design model.

]Key words: \Ianguage production; spoken corpus; relative clause; demonstrative [%E[%‘l%ﬁ)ﬁﬂl:bﬂ*ﬁ J
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Possessives can be further classified according to the “definiteness” of the
“possessed nominal” (Clark 1978: 85-126).

In the present study, older adults were equally fast to detect positive and negative
information, consistent with prior research that indicated that older adults often attend
equally to positive and negative stimuli (Rosler et al. 2005)
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Langacker’s (1991: 167-75) explication of have-possessives makes it very easy to
connect existentials and possessives with a unified cognitive model.

A more philosophical answer to the question comes from Fromm (1979), who
contends that the contrast between Habeo- and Esseo-languages is by nature not a
pure linguistic dichotomy, but a reflection of two distinct modes of human existence.

Chomsky 1966 has been criticized by many linguistic historiographers for its
distorted presentation of Western linguistic thought during the Enlightenment.
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Studies examining the influence of emotion on memory (Charles, Mather, &
Carstensen 2003; Kennedy, Mather, & Carstensen 2004) have found that compared
with younger adults, older adults recall proportionally more positive information and
proportionally less negative information.
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